
 LUNNASTING PARENT COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ABOVE HELD ON  
THURSDAY 14

TH
 JANUARY 2016 AT 7PM IN THE SCHOOL 

 
Present: 
Mrs L Grains - Chair 

 
Mrs M Jamieson  – Vice Chair 
 

Mr P Hunter – Parent Member 
Miss C Bishop – Co-opted Member 
 

Miss H Magnussen – Staff Member 
 

In Attendance:  
Mrs F Marshall – Head Teacher 
 

Mrs L Hughson – Clerk 
 
 

1. Apologies – Mr R Calder, Mrs A Christie 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the last meeting were held as read and approved – 
Proposed – Mr Hunter 
Seconded – Mrs Grains 

  
3. Matters Arising  

Miss Bishop was welcomed to the Parent Council as our new co-opted member.  There is 
a vacancy for another co-opted member. 
At our last meeting it was agreed to invite Mr Calder, Quality Improvement Officer with the 
SIC to update the Parent Forum on the Shetland Learning Partnership.  Parents were, 
however, invited to a meeting, hosted by the Brae Parent Council to discuss this. 

 
4.     Financial Report 

The balance of the Parent Council account is £167.98.  Mileage has been paid out and 
members were reminded that they can claim mileage for attending meetings or training.   
 

5.      Correspondence 
5.1  Draft National Improvement Framework 

 The National Improvement Framework for Scottish education looks at how to evaluate 
and improve.  As part of this, National Testing is to be brought back with assessments 
for aspects of reading, writing and numeracy for P1, P4, P7 and S3.  The Parent 
Council discussed how this would impact on the children, teachers and the school; and 
how it would fit in with the principals of Curriculum for Excellence as a whole. 

        
5.2  Shetland Learning Partnership – November 2015 update. 

Pupils in S1-S3 will cover a broad general education, studying up to eleven subjects.  
In S4-S6 pupils will have the opportunity to study up to six learning options.  This issue 
will be revisited in early 2017.  There will also be more opportunities available for 
apprenticeships giving more options for those who don’t want to follow an academic 
route. 
 
The implementation of the common timetable structure is to be deferred until May 
2018. 

 
5.3  Scottish Government – letter to Parent Council Chairs 

This letter talks, again about the new standardised assessments and stressed that          
they will not increase the workload of teachers or put more additional pressure on 
pupils. 

 
5.4  SIC – AHS Newsletter.  This was forwarded to all Parent Council Members. 
 
5.5  Brae Parent Council – invitation to attend meeting at Brae High School to discuss 

proposed reduction of subjects taught in S4.  No-one from Lunnasting Parent Council 
attended this meeting. 
 

5.6  Quality Improvement Framework Information Booklet 
 This looks at improving Shetlands attainment; at promoted posts; the review of the 
secondary timetable; use of I.T. and the number of subjects to be taught in the senior 
phase. 



 
6.     Parent Council Bi-Annual meeting – feedback from Mrs Grains 

The National Framework was the main item discussed at this meeting.  Other topics 
included the National Conference which is held in Glasgow or Edinburgh each year.  As it 
is very expensive for those in rural communities to attend this it has been proposed that 
the Conference is moved to rural areas to give everyone the same chance to attend. 
 
There is new funding available which Parent Councils can apply for.  This ‘Access to 
Education Fund’ awards grants up to £5000.  Mrs Grains is to look into this for us, 
focussing on updating the Nursery area of the School Grounds. 
 

7. Care Inspectorate – Draft Report on Nursery 
The Nursery was inspected recently by the Care Inspectorate.  They look at the Health 
and Well Being of children attending the Nursery.  A few recommendations were made 
regarding each child having a Health Care Plan in Nursery and improvements to the 
Nursery outdoor area.  These recommendations were put in place immediately, with work 
on making the Nursery outdoor area more attractive being on going. 
 

8.   Action Plan 
With regard to maintaining the School Grounds it was agreed to apply for funding to help 
improve the Nursery area and repaint planters etc. 
 
The Parent Forum will be organising the Voar Redd Up this year and will advertise that 
bags, gloves etc will be available from the school. 
 

9. AOB 
A private facebook page is to be set up.  It will only be accessible by parents and staff at the 
school and will be administered by school staff and the Parent Council.   Parents are to be 
asked if they have any objections and some rules set for the running of this.   
 
The Pupil Council did really well organising a sale and games to raise money for Children in 
Need.  Their next event is on Friday 29

th
 January when they will be hosting a Burns Supper 

in the School from 6-8pm. 
 
The Pupil Council noted that a new basketball hoop and nets for the football goals are 
needed. 
 
The Pupil Council will also be holding a Bingo night on Friday 12

th
 February in the school.  

Tea and biscuits will be served and proceeds will go towards the Edinburgh Trip. 
 
The Pupil Council have decided to hold a “Dance Off” for Sport Relief and have hired the 
Dance Mats from Active Schools for Friday 18

th
 March. 

 
The School is studying China this term and will be celebrating Chinese New Year on 
Monday 8

th
 February.  Parents are invited to join the school in the afternoon. 

 
10. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parent Council is to be held on Thursday 10
th
 March at 7pm in the 

school. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 


