
Parent Council Report 2018/19 

Incredibly, we’re at the end of another school year! The holidays are just a couple of weeks away! This year end is also 

the end of a Parent Council term (2 years) which means we need people to volunteer for election. Last year after some 

queries I tried to explain the difference between the Parent Forum and the Parent Council. As there still seems to be 

some confusion, I’ll reiterate! 

The Parent Forum is made up of ALL parents with children in school, you are automatically a member when your child 

starts nursery. Its purpose is to promote a ‘partnership’ between parents, pupils and the school. It allows parents to 

support the school in non-academic ways by organising events, helping to fundraise and give parents a platform to voice 

opinions and ideas relating to the school. From this group we elect a Parent Council who work with the teachers and 

staff on more formal aspects of the school. Both groups share a Chairperson as they are linked. 

I’ve now been a member of the PC for the past 14 years. I was asked to join as a co-opted member when Nathan was 

a year old and for the past 4 years I’ve been the Chairperson. I’ve found it to be much more rewarding than I expected 

when I agreed to join and it has given me a much greater insight into the education system and the challenges it faces 

as well as huge admiration for the job all our school staff do. I would encourage anybody who would like to join the 

Council to put their name forward for election, you will find it interesting and the school and your bairns will benefit!  

Our Parent Forum AGM is held annually in early September. It’s also the meeting where we discuss the events and 

fundraising for the year ahead. Allison Christie remained as Secretary, Catherine  Bishop as the Treasurer and Laura 

Hay agreed to continue as the Party Organiser. Catherine left the Parent Forum in October and Clare Thompson agreed 

to take on the position of Treasurer. These posts are filled annually and we would love to see new or different parents 

taking on a role, particularly for the organisers role! Last year’s meeting was very poorly attended as was our more 

informal meeting in the hall on the 2nd of June. This means fewer folk to give their opinions on decisions which affect 

everyone and less to help share out the work of organising. Our AGM is usually held on a Monday night at the start of 

September and we would be very grateful if you could attend. If Monday nights aren’t suitable please let us know and 

we’ll try to find a night that suits more people.  

We held PC meetings in September, November, February and May.  Representatives from the PC also attended the 

Bi-annual chairs meetings. As we always do, we've discussed a broad range of topics concerning the school during the 

year, everything from staffing to government changes and our incoming giant P1 class! The topic of school garden 

maintenance is an ongoing concern and the staff and PC would love any help or ideas regarding this area! We were 

sad to say goodbye to Inga who left us at Christmas after 6 years but wish her good luck in her new job!  

Our Forum and Council organise several events annually. The Halloween and Christmas Parties and our annual Panto 

trip are the main events, brilliantly organised for the pleasure of the whole community by an informal ‘sub-committee’. A 

huge amount of effort and time goes into the organising and a massive thanks goes to everyone involved, in particular 

Laura Hay! We held our 3rd Christmas Fayre this year, once again organised by Catherine Bishop and once again a 

resounding success, raising £1019! Thanks go to Catherine as she did a terrific job! 

Our pupil council have excelled themselves once again this year. We took part in the Voar Redd-up, sent shoeboxes to 

Blythswood Care Appeal, delivered Christmas cards and held a Valentines disco. Mrs Marshall also felt brave enough 

to take 4 pupils on a trip to Edinburgh again this year along with pupils and staff from Urafirth. From all reports it’s been 

a resounding success! Thank you Mrs Marshall!! 

The Parent Council would like to pass on its continued thanks to Linda, our clerk, for her help and support through the 

year.  And, of course, a huge thank you to Mrs Marshall, Miss Magnussen, Mrs Odie, Mrs Meier, Miss Sales and all the 

support staff in the school for their dedication and hard work through the year. The Parent Council would also like to 

thank all parents, extended family, friends and community members who support the school in its events - you all 

contribute to its success as a pleasant and safe learning environment for our children.    

 

Thank you, 

Louise Grains, Chairperson. 

 

 

 


