
LUNNASTING PRIMARY SCHOOL 
TRAVEL PLAN 

 
Lunnasting Primary School is a two-teacher school in the north mainland of 
Shetland.  It serves the areas of Skellberry, Sweening, Lunna, Lunning and 
Vidlin.   

 
 
There are currently 15 pupils in the school: 7 in primary 2– 3 and 8 in 
primary4 – 7. We also have a nursery class in the school and they have 12 
children at present. 
 

School gate Main door 
 

Access to the school is via a single-track road, partial pavement where there 
are the speed bumps.  There is also now lighting along the road because of 
the speed bumps. The road leads round to the Vidlin Ferry Terminal. Entrance 
to the school is via two metal gates beside the school car park, which are kept 
closed whilst the children are in school.  The car park has space for 6 cars.  
There are two doors to the school: the main door is used by the children for 
entering the school in the morning and by visitors; the children use the back 
door at playtimes to access the playground. 
 



Travel to School 
 

One transport operator brings 12 pupils to school.  Not all of the pupils live 
more than a mile away. However, most of the pupils who live less than a mile 
away have to cross the ayre and transport was provided for them because in 
extreme weather, the sea comes up over the ayre wall.   
Two pupils live outwith our catchment area and are brought to school by 
parents in cars.  One pupil is within walking distance but is also brought by 
car. 
 
In the Summer term, we allow the older pupils, primary 4 –7, to walk and cycle 
to and from school, with their parents consent.  We complete the Cycling 
Proficiency Course with the primary 4 – 7 class every two years and ‘An 
Introduction To Cycling’ for the primary 1 – 3s.  We also provide cycle racks 
inside the school gates for the pupils to store their bikes.  The whole school 
follow a Road Safety and personal safety programme as part of Personal and 
Social Skills Education.  This is supported by visits from appropriate adults.  
Eg. Police, RSO. 
 
All school staff drive to work as they live more than a mile away.  Car sharing 
is not an option as they all come from different directions and arrive and leave 
school at different times. 
 
The nursery children are brought to school by car, by their parents / 
guardians.  The playgroup starts at 9.15am and finishes at 12.25pm. 
 

Problems and Issues 
 

The single-track road leading to the school now has a speed restriction of 20 
mile an hour and there are speed humps along the road. The road is normally 
quiet but on days when the Whalsay ferry is operating from Vidlin then the 
road is obviously busier and not all drivers are considerate of driving in a 
school zone, the speed bumps are slowing some of them down. 
 
There is no pavement from the houses down to the ayre or on the road along 
to the school, although there is a pavement across the ayre and one from the 
ayre to the local shop.  On a nice day it is fine to walk across the ayre, on a 
wet and windy day it is not.  The wind whips the water up across the ayre 
making it difficult and dangerous to walk across, hence the reason transport 
was provided. Parents are concerned that by allowing their children to walk or 
cycle to school on fine days that the transport service will be lost, otherwise 
more parents may encourage their children to do so. 
 
Parents have to collect their children or allow them to walk home from after 
school clubs. 
 
There are significant costs involved in taking pupils on school trips and visits 
due to the rural location of the school. 



 

Target Objective By whom By when 
To have more 
pupils walk / 
cycle to school 

To continue health week 
activities and cycle training 
 
 

Head Teacher On going 

To take more 
school / class 
excursions 

To source ways of funding 
and providing cost effective 
transport to allow classes to 
have more excursions out 
with Vidlin. 

Head Teacher On going 

 
 
Consultation 
 
Lunnasting Primary School Pupil Council 
Lunnasting Primary School Parent Council 
Lunnasting Primary School Members of staff 
 
Recorded in minutes of meetings 


