
LUNNASTING PARENT COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ABOVE HELD ON 
MONDAY 22nd MAY 2017 AT 7PM IN THE SCHOOL 

 
Present: 
Mrs L Grains – Chair 
Mrs M Jamieson – Vice Chair 
Miss C Bishop – Co-opted Member 
Mrs K Johnson – Co-opted Member 
 
In attendance: 
Mrs  F Marshall – Head Teacher 
Mrs L Hughson – Clerk 
 
1.  Apologies –Mrs A Christie, Mr P Hunter, Mrs MacDonald, Miss Magnussen 
 
2.  Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the last meeting were held as read and approved 
Proposed – Mrs L Grains 
Seconded – Mrs M Jamieson 

 
3.  Matters Arising 

The reports on the Consultations in the Expansion of Early Learning and Childcare in Scotland and 
Empowering Teachers, Parents and Communities to Achieve Excellence and Equity in Education: 
A Governance Review are due out at the end of May. 
The Parent Council grant for 2016/2017 was received on 22nd February 2017. 
Mrs Hughson contacted the SPTC and can now access their website. 
 

4.  Financial Report 
Mrs Hughson circulated the audited Income and Expenditure Account for 2016/2017.  The 
balance is £139.58.  As there is an underspend of £138.20 this will be deducted from next years 
grant. 

 
5.   Correspondence 

5.1 Backchat – May 2017.  Mrs Marshall highlighted the article on  ‘Inspiring children to read over 
the summer.’  There was also an article on a report due from the National Parent Forum of 
Scotland on their review of the Parental Involvement Act.  Some changes are expected which may 
impact on how Parent Council and Forums are run.    
5.2 Parent Council Grant Application Pack – Mrs Hughson has started to complete the grant 
application form.  She has increased the estimated expenditure for 2017/2018 as mileage has 
increased from 40p to 45p per mile and photocopying from 10p to 15p per copy. 
 

6.  Bi-Annual Meeting – feedback from Mrs Grains 

 Mrs Grains highlighted the fact that if school children are in receipt of Free School Meals, 
the school will receive £1200 for each eligible child through the Pupil Equity Fund.   

 They were shown around the Brae Primary Family Room which is used to bring the 
community into the school and raise attainment in early literacy. 

 Early Literacy was discussed and how valuable reading to pre-school children is in 
expanding their vocabulary.  



  The Parental Involvement Act and getting parents involved in learning was discussed, it 
was pointed out that an Internet Safety Night at Hamnavoe school had been very 
popular.  Parents could take along their laptops/tablets and check what security 
measures were in place on these.  

 Some Parent Councils can have difficulties getting parents to join the Parent Council.  
One larger school makes it mandatory that each parent completes a term of office on the 
Parent Council.  

  The expansion of Nursery hours was discussed.  This is being trialled at Dunrossness, 
Urafirth, Brae and Whiteness/Weisdale.  The extra hours must be available by 2020.  
They are free and flexible but have implications regarding staffing.  Nurseries may have 
the option of offering more hours a week or more weeks per year. 

 
7.  Head Teacher Report 
     7.1 Parent Questionnaires 
            The Parent Questionnaires are due back by Thursday.  Eight have been received so far and 

Mrs Marshall summarised the results of these and explained how she uses these to feed into 
the School Improvement Plan. 

     7.2 Staffing 
            The change in class allocation from August 2018 was discussed.  Parents felt this was good 

both for the teachers and pupils as everyone will benefit from different teaching methods. 
            Mr Kerr’s PE contract is not being renewed as this post may be needed for transfer purposes. 
            Miss Odie is still covering music at the moment. 
      7.3 School Improvement Plan 
             Staff attended SEAL training on Saturday.  This covered the teaching of number and how it is     

broken down into small steps.  Mrs Marshall explained how Curriculum for Excellence has 
evolved with Significant Aspect of Learning being brought in and now Benchmarks which will 
provide clarity on the national standards expected within each curricular area at each level.  
A Shetland Monitoring and Tracking document has been published which will give teachers 
more guidelines. 

 
8.  Action Plan 
      The Action Plan was discussed, no changes were felt necessary. 
 
9.  AOB 

 Mrs Marshall explained how the School Ground Improvements were progressing but 
more help is needed from parents to finalise these.   

 The arrangements for the P4-7 Trip to Bridge End are in place.  The Parent Forum have 
agreed to contribute towards the cost of this. 

 The school Sports Day will be on Thursday 29th June and the End of Year Assembly on 
Friday 30th June. 

 Mrs Grains is to write the Parent Council Annual Report which will include election slips 
for the next Parent Council.  Each family will receive a copy of this Report. 

 
10.  Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Parent Council will be held on Monday 11th September at 7pm in the 
school.  The Parent Forum AGM will be on Monday 4th September. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 


